Ecological buffer

There is an opportunity to provide a buffer
strip at least 5m wide between the
development edge and the offsite attenuation
feature to the north-west of the site. This
would help to protect existing offsite wildlife
habitat within this area.

Attenuation feature

An attenuation feature would be included
within the western public open space area.
This could provide an important wetland
resource for many species. Cover such as
shrubs near the margins would encourage
use of this feature by animals. Piles of
branches, logs and large stones could
provide places of refuge for smaller fauna.

Native planting

Native planting including trees, shrubs,
hedgerow and wildflower meadow would
provide suitable resources for local wildlife, such
as nesting sites, foraging habitat, provision of
cover and opportunities for pollinators such as
bees and butterflies.

Retention of existing vegetation

The majority of the existing trees and hedgerows
on the site would be retained and enhanced.
The internal hedgerows in particular were found
to be used by a relatively large number of birds.
The retention of existing vegetation would also
help maintain habitat connectivity by providing a
wildlife corridor through and around the
development.
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